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Updates and Information 
 

Parks Ranger Update 

Volunteer sessions have included: 

• 2 tasks at Orchid avenue – hedge cutting and meadow management 

• Filham Park – hedge cutting around lake and opening up the bench 

viewing areas 

• Other tasks postponed due to weather and staff holidays 

With an additional 39.5 hours of volunteering time for this period, giving a total of 

456.5 hours this year. 

Other achievements include: 

• Security fence installed at Butterpark and other security improvments 

• Helping with Tour of Britain,  including marshalling on the day, support with 

tables and gazebo set-up / take down, collecting 14 bikes from the 

recycling centre, dropping off and collecting from the community, then 

returning them to the recycling centre 

• Working with the Dartmoor Ranger to try and clear the tree on the Kings 

Gutter, planning in the autumn/winter access improvement works 

• Liaising with John Grimes regarding chapel monitoring works 

Woodlands Cemetery Extension 

As previously reported, ParkLife SW has been engaged by SHDC to coordinate the 

development of the extension area as cemetery. 

This has included a number of surveys and assessments required for a planning 

application for the site: 

 Topographical survey - completed by CentreLine and being utilised by John 
Grimes Partnership for layout drawings 

 Heritage – not an issue, as no formal designation associated with the site. 
The cemetery is thus classified as a ‘non-designated heritage asset’, and will 
be referenced in the Design & Access Statement. The key issue will be to 
ensure that the stone chosen for the extension path compliments the chapel 
and walls, so will need to be grey (eg Glendinnings roadstone) 

 Ecology – an Ecological Impact Assessment has been carried out by Burton 
Reid Associates. The site includes 0.4ha of rough grassland, trees, scrub, 
hedge banks and walls, so has potential for foraging bats, breeding birds, 
reptiles and hedgehogs, all of whom will be affected by the proposal. It is also 
anticipated that the site includes reptiles, including slow worms, and mitigation 
will be legally required before, during and after the works to maintain 



populations and habitats longer term. The allocation of natural space at the 
western end of the cemetery extension site will fulfil this purpose. 

 Ground Water phase 1 – risk assessment carried out by Ruddlesden 
geotechnical for SHDC. The main mitigation identified being that burial plots 
should be kept 10m away from the eastern site boundary in order to satisfy 
Environment Agency requirements. 

 Drainage – SHDC engineers have advised that this is not an issue for the 
proposed cemetery extension. 

 Transport – will be wrapped up in Design & Access Statement, the main 
points being that there are no changes to the entrances which are already 
used for burials, and no changes to traffic levels as we’re not intending to 
facilitate a higher frequency of burials. 

 Trees – we can utilise the ITC/Rupert Baker tree report to highlight the 
condition of the group of trees, which contain uncommon mature  specimens 
of elm and maple, alongside predominantly sycamore. The main issue is to 
ensure construction of the stone path and seating area outside of the Root 
Protection Area (RPA) of the group of trees, a distance which can be 
calculated from the diameter of the trees. 
 

Next steps  

 submission of planning application – Autumn 2021 

 habitat mitigation measures – 2021/22 tbc 

 perimeter hedge planting – 2021/22 tbc 

 initial site preparation groundworks – 2022 tbc 
 
There still needs to be a discussion with SHDC regarding the management fee to 
cover the Town Council costs to run the extension area and this will need to be 
negotiated. 
 

Grounds Maintenance Schedules 

As previously reported, the current GM contracts with SHDC and Cutting Crew end 

31/03/22. ParkLife SW is supporting the Town Council in preparing new schedules. 

There has been a clear sea change in how local authorities are now looking at 

grassland management, and a far greater level of public support and sympathy for 

less frequent cutting in open spaces. The result of this is the creation of more diverse 

species-rich wildflower grassland, particularly important for the diminishing 

populations of insect pollinators. If carefully managed, there are also benefits in 

terms of the visual landscape, with more life and colour in grassland areas 

throughout the year. 

Whilst inevitably not universally popular, a recent survey by SHDC, who are also 

reviewing their grass cutting schedules, has demonstrated strong support for a new 

approach, with overwhelmingly positive responses to a suggested reduction in 

mowing frequency. There is far greater understanding amongst the general public of 

the issues, particularly where wildlife can benefit. 



Driven by the climate and biodiversity emergencies, the appetite for change is 

gaining in momentum. The Town Council, District Council and County Council have 

all signed up to the Devon Climate Declaration, contributing to a resilient net-zero 

Devon, where people and nature thrive. This is a positive measure – wildflower 

grasslands are an important carbon sink. Meadows store large amounts of carbon 

within their soils, and alongside other measures, including tree planting and 

woodland and wetland management, can help reduce global warming. 

With this in mind, the Town Council is currently drafting new Grounds Maintenance 

Schedules covering Filham Park, MacAndrews Field, Victoria Park, St Peters Way 

and Barons Pyke. Smaller open spaces at Holman Way and Orchid Avenue are 

being managed in house by the Park Ranger. 

The new schedules will include different prescriptive cuts, as follows: 

 amenity grass – for example required for the MacAndrews Field football area, 
and for creating short mown paths through meadow areas 

 meadowland – for example areas at Filham Park, Victoria Park and 
MacAndrews Field once cut more frequently, but could now be cut on a 
monthly basis through the spring, summer and autumn months, with 
additional cuts instructed as and when required 

 biodiversity grassland – for example at the very margins of Filham Park and 
MacAndrews Field, areas left to grow long through the year, then cut and 
grass collected in the autumn. 

 

The new approach involves obtaining contractor prices for a set number of cuts, but 

with the cost of an additional cut itemised for times, typically after a warm/wet spell, 

when growth is more abundant 

Woodlands Cemetery Grounds Maintenance Schedule is also under review. 

Grassland management at the cemetery by and large requires a different ‘finish’ in 

keeping with the setting and use as burial grounds. However, there are also 

opportunities at the cemetery to make marginal changes that will benefit biodiversity. 

As well as new Grounds Maintenance Schedules, the current open space site 

mapping will also be updated to reflect the new cutting frequencies for each type of 

grassland. 

Whilst not the primary driver for change, there are economic benefits to reducing the 

amount of grass cutting, with some budget savings and the opportunity to invest 

more broadly in the management and maintenance of public open spaces. 

Filham Park Tree Donation Scheme 

Following the successful planting of 20 new trees in the parkland areas of Filham 

Park earlier this year, work is underway on preparing a tree map information board 

that recognises the individual donors, and their reasons for support. It is anticipated 

that this could be installed and unveiled later this autumn. 

 



Filham Park Master Plan 

SHDC Officers and Members are still considering the Town Council’s Lucerne Fields 

s106 application for (£45K) for the phase 1 park improvements identified from the 

community survey and master-planning process. Early projects to get underway in 

21/22 will include entrance improvements, including path and track surfaces, gate 

furniture and a new information and notice board hub, the expansion of the picnic 

area north of the lake, and a new community orchard planted to the south of the 

veteran oaks in the parkland area. 

Filham Park access road 

Having obtained a funding commitment of 25% from the Elisabeth Svenson Trust, for 

the element of the improvements that impact on the Donkey Centre operations, the 

Town Council has been able to go back to SHDC with a clearer request for financial 

support from the Lucerne Fields s106. The Town Council has subsequently received 

confirmation of agreement from SHDC, and can now instruct John Grimes 

Partnership to move forward with the procurement process, with the size of the 

scheme requiring use of the tendering portal. 

Victoria Park to Crescent Gardens Wall 

The wall has now been measured and although specific permission should not be 

needed, we may need to make a, free, permitted development application. Further 

support from SHDC planning officers has been sought and the will be completed as 

soon as possible. 

Filham Park Kiosk 

The party interested in setting up the kiosk with the Cricket Club have been away 

from the summer but have been advised an agreement now needs to be reached 

quickly. A further up date will be provided at the meeting. 

 

Jonathan Parsons 

Town Clerk 


